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2203 Decembers, 18M 

CHINA. 

Means for preventing the spread of plague at Niuchwang. 

Peking, China, October 10, 1899. 

Sir : Eeferring to my dispatch No. 263 of the 2d instant in regard to 
the quarantine at Muchwang, I have the honor to inclose herewith 
copies of further correspondence on the same subject. 

EespectfuUy, E. H. Congee. 

Hon. Secretaky of State. 

[Inolosure 1 in No. 266.] 

Niuchwang, September SO, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 23d 
instant and dispatch No. 437. 

On the 24th instant we met the taotai at his request and induced him to send a tele- 
gram to the Tsung li yamen that we insisted on our original estimate and measures, but 
he refused to say he agreed with us, and proposed to clean the streets and drains, and 
trust in a taoist priest who could cure the plague by extracting sheep wool from the 

To-day we again met him at his request, when he told us he had received a telegram 
from the Tsung li yamen through the Tartar general to the effect that if he must spend 
anything it must not exceed 10,000 taels, and that the Chinese were to look after the 
town and we foreigners after our quarter, but when pressed he stated that he could not 
spend even this sum without further instructions, as he did not know which fund to 
draw upon. 

We finally informed the taotai that we should send an identical telegram to the 
following effect : 

"Yamen have instructed taotai to spend nothing or not more than 10,000 taels but 
he says that he has no funds. Sum named altogether inadequate, and yamen should 
be urged to authorize original estimate and whole scheme and state whence money 
derivable." 

It appears to us that the Tsung li yamen do not realize that the plague is in our 
midst and that it is now not so much a question of quarantine as of stamping out the 
disease, otherwi e not only Chinese but also foreigners will die and the plague will 
reach Peking. * * * 

As to the funds, surely it is better for them to use part of the customs revenue for 
that purpose than to paralyze trade and lose the revenue in toto. 

Another matter deserving of attention is that for fear of being quarantined at Chefoo 
or Tientsin most of the steamers are refusing to take passengers, and, owing to the con- 
sequent detention of would-be passengers who at this time are very numerous, it is 
extremely probable that there will be riots directed against us foreigners who are con- 
sidered to be rpsponsible for this detention. 

If possible, therefore, please arrange with the other ministers to send us one or two 
gunboats soon for the preservation of order. 

Respectfully, J. J. Fbed'k Bandinbl, 

Viee-Con»ul. 

Hon. H. G. Squiers, 

Secretary of United States Legation, Peking. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 266. — From tlie Tsung; li yamen.] 

Peking, China, October 4, 1899. 

Sib : We have to acknowledge the receipt of your note asking for more funds for the 
measures against the plague at Niuchwang. (The note is here quoted in full. ) 

We have telegraphed the taotai several times to supply money, not more than 10,000 
taels, and to confer with the consuls as to the most economical use of this money. If 
the sum proves too small, the taotai and the consuls should devise some plan to get 
more. 

Respectfully, Cards of yamen ministers inclosed. 

Hon. H. G. Squiees, 

Secretary of United States Legation, Peking. 
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[Inolosure 3 in No. 266.] 

Peking, China, Octobers, 1899. 

Sib : The legation begs to acknowledge receipt of your dispatch No. 338, of the 30th 
ultimo, and, referring to its dispatch No. 451, of the 2d instant, to inform yon that it 
is now in receipt of a reply to its note to the Tsung li yamen on the subject of a quar- 
antine at Niuchwang to the effect that the customs taotai has been telegraphed several 
times to furnish money, not exceeding 10,000 taels, to confer with the foreign consuls 
as to the most economical use of this fund, and that if the sum proves too small the 
taotai and the consuls should devise some plan to get more. 

The legation requests that you will furnish it with a detailed report of the expendi- 
ture of the amount allowed, and also show what further sum, if any, may, in your 
opinion, be absolutely necessary for maintaining proper sanitary conditions. 

It is hoped, however, that through good management the sum allotted may after all 
prove to be sufficient, but if it not, the legation will do what it can to induce the 
Chinese Government to furnish a further amount. 

Your request for a gunboat has been referred to the minister who is now on his way 
north from Canton. 

Respectfully, H. G. Squiees, 

Secretary of Legation. 
J. J. F. Bandinel, 

United States Viee-Cmisul, Niuchwang. 

CUBA. 

Reports from Oienfiiegos, Tunas de Zaza, Santa Oruz, and Casilda. 

CiENFUEGOs, Cuba, November 27, 1899. 

Sm : I have the honor to report that during the week ended Novem- 
ber 25, 18 deaths have occurred in this city, 1 from malaria, 2- from 
intestinal diseases, and 2 from tuberculosis. No contagious diseases 
reported. Death rate for the week is 23.46. 

During the week 23 vessels have been inspected upon arrival, and 18 
previous to departure, at this port. 

Win devote the next four months, before active quarantine season 
begins, in the investigation of tuberculosis and dropsy. 

The amount of tuberculosis here is astonishing, and from a table I 
prepared for Asst. Surg. S. B. Grubbs, you will see that one-sixth of 
the deaths here are from that disease. I am now watching the progress 
in several cases and hope to make a report in the near future. 

This is the season for smallpox, and every precaution is taken to have 
all alien steerage passengers vaccinated before being allowed to land. 
There have been about 20 cases of varioloid among the school children 
here, but, after careful investigation, have not been able to detect any 
smallpox. The city authorities have taken all precautions to prevent 
an epidemic. 

Tunas de Zaza. — Dr. Francisco Eavella reports no deaths, no conta- 
gious diseases. Nine vessels were inspected during the week. 

Santa Oruz del Sur.— Dv. Juan R. Xiques reports no deaths, no 
contagious diseases. Seven vessels were inspected during the week. 

Casilda.— Br. Alejandro Cantero reports 7 deaths in Trinidad, 2 from 
intestinal diseases, 1 from tuberculosis ; no contagious diseases reported. 
Seven vessels were inspected during the week. 

Respectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



